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For a summary of the Youth Re:Action Team and forumtwentyeight see appendix 3. For an
outline of the research brief and methodology see appendix 4

Key Findings

The questionnaire data suggest

reaching yo ung people.

From a total sample of seventy

ed that forumtwentyeight has had some s uccess in

-four young people,

59% said they had been influenced to attend an event they had seen advertised, and a

majority (64%) stated that events were affordable for young people.
forumtwentye ight events appealed to teenagers,
51% more live music and #47% more films at the weekend
generated a range of other ideas that
arts work shops. Of particular note is the finding that
that people of their age would like to perform at the forum in one of its shows or events
This suggests that forumtwentyeight
it might do more to entertain

more comedy shows,

Equally, 64% said that
although 57% said they would like to see

. Pupils also
included Manga and anime events, and creative

81% of questionnaire respondents felt

has somethingof an ount apped
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comedy shows

Live music

Films weekend evening

film nights school night evenings

film nights school holidays |

fitness activities |

Films weekend matinee |

Modern dance classes

Mcing

Shakespeare Workshops

Salsa classes

I
Classic Dance classes

I

]

Ballet classes
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Table of activities pupils said they would like forumtwentyeight to offer (percentages)

Thismatches with the finding from the interviews that, while there are many activities for

primary aged children and young adults, the 11 -16 age group felt they were overlooked in

events scheduled by the venue.

For example, one interv iewee claimed they would visit ~ forumtwentyeight more often if

there mere dancing shows or ,shileanstheffaitr thatadeltn ager s o
ballroom dance classes should be open to younger teens. This sentiment tha t

forumtwentyeight could do more for young people, may be compounded by the lack of

awareness of what the venue had to offer. In the questionnaire, 43% of respondents

claimed uncertainty asto what forumtwentyeight offers, and 79% claim ed they had not
visited the venueds websi toetheir questiomnairee shatdheydweeret not e
unaware that forumtwentyeight actually had awebsite & a comment that a number of

YRAT researchers claimed was also made verbally to them a number of times during data

collection.

One recommendation arising from the group was that forumtwentyeight should give more

prominence in publicising its website on flyers and posters, although the teambds evaluati
of the website would suggest that some work needs to be done to make this more

appealing to people of their age. Whereas the YRAT evaluators praised the site for being
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well organised, easyto use, and containing relevantinformat i on about the venued

an d facilities, they felt it could be redesigned to make better use of colour and images o}

similar comments were made about the venueds more traditinonal for
addition , they felt there was room to make the sit e more interactive, perhaps having a

section devoted to children and young people with games, activities, and competitions

F28 foyer Photographer Mike eIIs

Main Recommendations

Based on the findings of their evaluation , the YRAT team recom mend that
forumtwentyeight pay attention to the following to draw more teenagers into the venue.
(see also the action plan in appendix 1)

Publicity
9 Distribute locally through School newsletters

9 Distribute nationally

1 Reduce the amount of text; too much text for small leaflet

1 Make the leaflet bigger (perhaps A5)

T I'nclude speci al of fers such as vouchers or oO0FoO
Fridays)

1 Make show descriptions short and punchy

1 Consider a leaflet written by teenagers for teenagers




Website

T
)l
1
1

Explore different ways of advertising e.g. through vouchers and in school newsletters

Il nclude a kidsd zone with news of activities
Offers and competitions e.g. design a logo

Young reporters writing reviews

Activities

=8 =4 =8 =88 fof o oa oa o

Research by the YRAT suggests that forumtwentyeight should offer:
More films that would appeal to teenagers
Themed Nights: comedy shows and live music
Manga and Anime nights

Workshops on art and how to draw

Chances for teenagers to perform

Fencing lessons, sporty activities

Activities to meet people across UK

Creative arts workshops

More shows for teenagers

More dancing for teenagers

Show for younger people

Lower prices

Future Action

As a result of their involvement in the  forumtwentyeight evaluation pr ocess a number of the
YRAT team have agreed to offer feedback on future ideas, marketing and developments
listed in the action plan.

YRATaims to disseminate its findings and work  with the young people to undertake
evaluation, as well as the agencies comm itted to regeneration in Barrow and wider public.
It will do this by drawing on all the evidence gathered as part of the evaluation process

and using its access to artists, the media and follo  wing further consultation with
forumtwentyeight
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+ To invite volunteers, possibly from
YRAT team to a termly forum to
discuss ideas

YRAT

Appendix 1: forumtwentyeight Action P lan
forumtwentyeight Action Plan prepared by Youth Reaction Team
Recommendation Priority # Responsibility | Agreed Comments Date
ACTIVITIES
To encourage young people to
attend and use forumtwentyeight
our research shows that they
should have:
Films Med Forum Team Most popular times
#+ More films that would appeal to *  eavening weskend
teenagers * avening school nights
* school holidays
Themed Nights Low Joanne Comedy shows and live music would
* Comedy shows and live music need further research
+ Manga and Anime nights
Art Low Needs further review of focus
+ Waorkshops on art and how to draw
WEBSITE
To increase young pecple’s use of
the website we recommend they
explore different ways of
advertising:
Vouchers Med Kate Kate to liaise with members of the
* in school newsletters youth reaction team
= an the website
Design a logo competition
WEBSITE continued Med Joanne & Lee Make contact with appropriate person
Introduce a kids zone with news of: in schools, liaising with youth
+ Activities of interest to teenagers reaction team.
= offers and competitions e.g. design
a logo, young reporfers writing
reviews
PUBLICITY Med Kate Further discussions needed
» To congider YRAT's suggestions
about the leaflet and publicity,
including ideas for design
YOUNG PEOPLE INVOLVEMENT
To continue to gather the views of
young pecple we recommend the
following:
Feedback on films Med Kate & Joanne Use school newspaper, web-site, in
* Invite atiendess to vote to choose / person & YRAT
select films and make requests via
website | newslstter vouchers
Employment and work experience |Low Sandra To discuss work experisnce with
opportunities teachers
To advertise work opportunities e.g.
designing posters etc re school
newsletters and wehsite
Young people's forum Med Forum Team &

& Priority: 1 = Low 2 = Med 3 = High
[ ]




Appendix 2 Slides from YRAT presentation
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